CH. ixj       MfR DAMAD AND MULLA SADRA          429*

order to study the habits of bees. It is stated in the same
work that after his death his pupil and son-in-law Mulld
Sadrd saw him in a dream and said," My views do not differ
from yours, yet I am denounced as an infidel and you are
not Why is this?" "Because," replied Mir Ddmad's spirit,
" I have written on Philosophy in such wise that
autious the theologians are unable to understand my
meaning, but only the philosophers ; while you
write about philosophical questions in such a
manner that every dominie and hedge-priest who sees your
books understands what you mean and dubs you an un-
believer."

3.  Mulld Sadrd of Shirdz.

Sadru'd-Din Muhammad ibn Ibrdhim of Shfrdz, commonly

known as Mulld Sadrd, was the only son of an aged and

otherwise childless father.  On his father's death

he left Shfrdz and went to I?fak*n> where, as
we have seen, he studied with Shaykh-i-Bahd'i
and Mfr Ddmdd, from both of whom he held ijdzas^ or
authorizations to expound their works. He subsequently
retired to a village near Qum, where he lived a secluded
and austere life, engaged in profound meditations on Phi-
losophy. He is said to have made the Pilgrimage to Mecca
on foot seven times, and to have died at Basra on his return
from his seventh journey in 1050/1640-1, leaving a son
named Ibrdhfm who did not follow his father's doctrine but
denounced and controverted it, boasting that "his belief
was that of the common people." To these meagre par-
ticulars of Mulld Sadrd's life, derived from the Rawddtdl-
Janndt (pp. 331-2) and the Qisasu'l-Ulamd, I can only add
that it is clear from some expressions in the Preface to his
Asfdr that he suffered a good deal at the hands of the
orthodox divines, and that Shaykh Ahmad

His influence on

shaykw and      Ahsd'f, the founder of the Shaykhf school, wrote
11 eo ogy.    commentaries on two of his works, the Hik-